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St. George’s Students’ Union

Meeting of the Executive

Minutes of the 6th Exec meeting

18/11/14
*
*
*

MINUTES FROM 18/11/14
1 Business

1.1 Present

	Lucy O'Reilly
	LOR
	General Secretary

	Dheemal Patel
	DP
	President

	Anjalie Rajapakse
	AR
	Chair

	Natasha Lee
	NL
	VP Welfare

	Chris Raby
	CR
	VP Finance

	Nathan Eager
	NE
	Trustee

	Tanisha Amin
	TA
	Charities Officer

	Jonny Hurst
	JH
	E&D Officer

	Amma Siriboe
	AS
	E&D Officer

	Alice Walker Earwicker
	AWE
	Council Elect

	Bhina Patel
	BP
	Council Elect

	Molhim Ahmed
	MA
	Webmaster

	Steven Gilbert
	SG
	Webmaster

	Michael John
	MJ
	Heritage Officer

	Pedro Barbosa
	PB
	Societies Officer

	Frankie Humfrey
	FH
	Tech Officer

	Ruth Varney
	RV
	Senate Elect

	Chloe Martyn
	CM
	Societies Officer

	Ryan Salisbury
	RS
	Charities Officer

	Elinor Rees-Jones
	ERJ
	Charities Officer


1.2 Apologies

Georgina Chamberlain

Antara Hayman

Kirsten Shoemaker

Michael John

Morgan Hayden

Jess Guo

Sharon Zheng

Matt Boon

Fran Graham

1.3 In attendance 
1.4 Minutes from the previous meeting

        PASSED

1.5 Matters arising
1.6 AOB

2 Reports
2.1 President 

· PASSED

· DP gave a verbal report to supplement his written report.
2.2 VP Finance and Student Activities
· PASSED

· CR gave a verbal report to supplement his written report.

2.3 VP Education and Welfare
· PASSED 

· NL gave a verbal report to supplement her written report.
2.4 General Secretary
· PASSED 
· LOR gave a verbal report to supplement her written report
2.5 Events Officers

· PASSED
· No one present to give a verbal report
2.6 Media Officers

· NO report and no officers present
2.7 Sports Officers

· NO report and no officers present
2.8 Heritage Officers 
· PASSED
· MJ gave a verbal report to supplement their written report.

· DP asked can you speak to Hugh Thomas about Heritage?
· NE asked if we can do more Spiders Events throughout the year?

2.9 Societies Officers
· PASSED

· CM gave a verbal report to supplement their written report

· LOR asked if they had started to implement the locker/key system in the Music room yet?

· CM stated that they would ask about it

· LOR asked who they were going to ask about it and went on to explain how the system was supposed to work 

2.10 Charities Officers
· PASSED
· ERJ gave a verbal report to supplement their written one
2.11 Community Project Officers

· PASSED 
· Non one present to give a verbal report
· SG asked where is the Facebook page that they have been working on for 6 weeks?

2.12 Technical Officers

· PASSED
· FH gave a verbal report to supplement their written one

2.13 Equality and Diversity Officers 
· PASSED

· JH gave a verbal summary to supplement their written report.
· NE asked when the Rise Up disco would be
· JH replied it was on the 4th December and it would be great if all of Exec could try come

2.14 Environment and Ethics Officers 
· PASSED
· No one present to give a verbal report
2.15   International Officers 
· PASSED

· RV asked can they provide support for International students needing visas?

· AR replied the person for them to speak to is Elizabeth Witter

2.16 Webmasters

· PASSED

· SG gave a verbal summary to supplement their written report

2.17 Council elect

· PASSED

· BP gave a verbal summary

2.18 Senate elect
· PASSED

· RV gave a verbal summary

3. Counselling Service
Sheila Root: We want to encourage students to use the Counselling service and remove the stigma of using it, the University really want students to use it. We want men to use the service too so we want men to promote using it. We would like the SU to encourage referral to us. 
BP asked how can people contact the Counselling service?

SR replied that it can be found online, by phone or by email and that all the contacts were on the back of student ID cards.

FH said that the Counselling service was hard to use online and booking the slots was difficult, she suggested that the service was added to the library section of the website and a link to it be sent out by email. FH also suggested that personal tutors should be made more aware of the service and refer students to it. 

CR suggested that we add it to the SU app to encourage use.

4. Jiu Jitsu Society Proposal
Syed Gilani: Jiu Jitsu is a non-violent Marshal art for smaller and weaker people against stronger and bigger people. It is also a mental sport as it requires you to have a lot of endurance. It is low costs compared to other local clubs. It brings a sense of community. We’d hold a safety session and at least one of us would attend every session. We’d need to insure our members, we have a quote for insuring them for £200. We could also enter students into competitions and arrange for people to get belts.
Jiu Jitsu society left the room and the Executive team came up with the following questions. Answers in Italics.

RS: If the society involves sparing what safety equipment will you use and how will you pay for it? SG We will use the mats from Rob Lowe, we have been using these so far and there have been no problems.

SG: If you don’t have an instructor at some sessions how can you ensure that nothing goes wrong? SG We will have a first aider always present and we will make sure one of us is at every session to supervise. We can’t guarantee that nothing will go wrong but we will go at a slower pace when there is no instructor.

DP: How will it work if someone comes in on the 4th session? SG They can watch and not participate and we can brief them separately, we will put them against someone at the right level and we hope that a better person would have enough humility to go gently. 

AR: How will you ensure your clubs longevity? SG We have young members who will continue the club after us. 
Jiu Jitsu Club then left the room and the following points were discussed:

· ERJ I think the club will be fine, it’s like that in Judo and Pole

· NL They’ve been doing it amongst themselves fine – why not open it up to the rest of the University.

· FH He said they’ve been doing it a long time and they clearly enjoy what they do and they seem sensible and well practiced.

· ERJ We do have SMAC and Wu Shu Kwan

· RV We have limited space at the University and SU, can we afford the extra society

· RS We can get them to sign a waive/disclaimer when there’s no instructor present
5. Krishna Consciousness Society Proposal

As Krishna Consciousness society was dissolved within the last 6 months the Executive team could not constitutionally pass the society until 6 months had passed. The Exec decided to hear the society proposal and then propose and vote in 2 days time when 6 months had passed. 

Adam Gadhvi: This society is more open-minded than faith. It is about questioning who are we, why are we doing this course. Our aims are spiritual; we want to help people find spiritual solutions to material problems. George’s is different due to the personal environment it has for these kinds of societies. It is for people of all faiths or secular beliefs. We want to bring along speakers and explore Vedic culture. We will have a trip to Europe. I think it will have a far reach in interest. 

Krishna Consciousness Society then left the room and the Executive team came up with the following questions. Answers in Italics.
AR: How will you ensure inclusivity when the society name implies one specific religion? AG Its about your outlook on life. It focuses on your daily life and what influences it. It is about outlook and perspective and the issues that everyone faces.

RS: There was nothing mentioned about memberships or charging, do you know that our SU requires you to ask for subs? AG We will charge the minimal amount in that case.

RV: You’ve put emphasis on not being religious but you’ve mentioned temples implying there is a religious element. Can you elaborate? AG It’s open to everyone but we’ll make sure that the events we throw have something for everyone. People seem interested to try something new.

BP: Have you contacted external speakers? AG We have a president of a temple keen to come and talk, he is very interesting and relevant to student life. There are also older Medics who could come.

NE: Why do you want to be a Society of SGSU? AG We need the platform to establish ourselves.
Krishna Consciousness Society then left the room and were told that they would be notified by email of the result once the Exec team had made a proposal and voted on it. 
ACTION POINT 


Heritage to speak to Hugh Thomas about Heritage archives and find out if more Spiders events can happen.





ACTION POINT 


NL to send a stern email to Year Reps to improve attendance at Senate meetings





PROPOSAL


AWE I propose that we accept Jiu Jitsu society as a society of St George’s Students’ Union with the condition they add a disclaimer to sessions without an instructor and that they speak to Chris Raby about the insurance.


NE Seconded





For – 10, against – 0, abstain – 0


PASSED








